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What are the Differences between Reports
and Dashboards in Kovair?

It is an absolute necessity for any ALM tool, to be able to gather information from the different work
areas of a particular project. However, gathering information is only half the job. An ALM tool must also
be able to effectively present the gathered information, in an efficient and simple manner. The different
kinds of Reports and Dashboards in Kovair, allow you to do exactly that. The question that arises
immediately is that when do you use Reports and when do you use a Dashboard? Finding an answer to
this question is not very difficult, once you are aware of the subtle differences between a dashboard and
a report. While both are largely used to present collected information or data, they vary in their usability
and functionality.

Reports

Reports can be seen as a more traditional approach of summarizing data. They tend to carry a degree of
complexity and detail, as reports usually tend to be generated from a specific query or search. Being
detailed and complex by nature, reports can often be multi paged as well.
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Figure 1- A Multi Valued Trend Report in Kovair

© Kovair Software, Inc. 2017 1 Differences between Reports and Dashboards



The following is an example of pre-formatted Word report in Kovair with data from multiple tools such
as HPQC and IBM Rational Team Center — RTC.
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Figure 2a - A Page from an auto generated multiple page Word Report from Kovair
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Figure 2b - Another Page from the same Word Report from Kovair

Reports are generally entity specific, and pull out data pertaining to the particular entity. Although Kovair
allows you to create visual reports like pie charts, trend reports or distribution metrics reports, usually the
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reports are more text oriented, and are considered for printing purposes. The Word Report feature that
Kovair can provide bears testimony to this fact. You can create a detailed template to gather all the
necessary information from a project, and then generate the report to print it from real time data in
Kovair. This facilitates printing or on line viewing of reports during or just prior to meetings where up to
the minute status of a situation may be required.
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Test Coverage : Covered Count : 3
45 Database Details 1 1
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Report printed on 05/24/2013 14:15:46

Figure 3 - A Tabular Report Generated from Kovair
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Dashboards

Dashboards on the other hand rely primarily on visual indicators for displaying an array of information,
with the help of different gadgets. Incidentally, reports are also one of the different kinds of gadgets that
can be included inside a dashboard. Kovair also allows you to include other types of gadgets like a Catalog
or a Gantt chart and many more. Being so, the Dashboards might not be able to give you a detailed
insight into a particular sector, but can be used to provide quick answers for the big questions, at one
glance.
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Figure 4 - Test Cases Tracking Dashboard in Kovair

Dashboards serve the purpose of providing a rich amount of information, in a small place. Dashboard
makes it possible to view a variety of reports coming from different entities, in one single page. The range
of gadgets available in Kovair, are useful for this purpose. The layout of a dashboard in Kovair can be
customized according to the needs of the user, and the number of gadgets included in a dashboard can
be as many as you need. Dashboards can also be assigned to a specific set of users, while restricting the
others from viewing them. Another distinct advantage that a dashboard enjoys over reports is the fact
that the gadgets included in a dashboard have drill down capabilities, which is not available in a Word,
Excel or Custom Crystal type of report. Clicking on any particular sector of a graphical gadget, leads to
the further details of that particular data set. This way, you can also choose to drill down to the details of
one particular record, if required.
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Figure 5 - Drill down capabilities of a Gadget included in a Dashboard
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Kovair allows you the provision to utilize the capabilities of Reports and Dashboards to the best extent
possible. Once you are aware of the differences between reports and dashboards, and know when to use
what, you should be able to make the best use of these data presenting capabilities of Kovair. The intuitive
interface of Kovair makes it very easy for users to create a report or a dashboard. The link for creating a
report can be found under every entity, from where you can choose to create various types of reports.
Kovair allows you to create as many as 9 different formats of Reports which are: Tabular, Tabular with
Summary, Form, Form with Summary, Distribution Metrics, Matrix, Trend, Custom Crystal and Word.
Creating a dashboard is an equally easy task if you have the adequate administrative rights. You need to
navigate to the Workspace Setup mode first. There, you will find the sub menu of Dashboards, under the
Users Tab. From here you can create a new Dashboard, specify the template of the dashboard and include
your choice of gadgets. You also have the option of assigning the dashboard to a set of users or any
individual, if you want to. Once you have created the dashboards or reports, clicking the system would
automatically retrieve all the latest updates and present the data set pertaining to the template defined.
Therein lies the beauty of Kovair, the totality of information is ensured without compromising the
simplicity.
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